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    Abstract

Background Systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) is a relapsing-remitting autoimmune disease. The frequency of neuropsychiatric manifestations in SLE studies varies widely, depending on the type of manifestations included and the methods used for evaluation. Neuropsychiatric (NP) manifestations may be considered primary if directly related to SLE activity, or secondary when related to treatment, infections, metabolic abnormalities or other systemic manifestations such as uremia and hypertension.




Objectives To evaluate the prevalence and characteristics of different neurological and psychiatric presentations in patients admitted to the department of Internal Medicine of the Military Hospital of Tunis hospital with systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE).




Methods In this retrospective hospital-based study, we examined the medical records of 80 patients with SLE from 2000 to 2010 in our department. All patients fulfilled the criteria of the American College of Rheumatology (ACR).




Results Eighteen (80) SLE patients were included in the study. The prevalence of neuropsychiatric syndromes in our study was estimated to be 27% and the most frequent NP syndromes were headaches (28%), seizures (27%) and cognitive dysfunctions (21%). Meningitis, convulsions and cerebrovascular events were found respectively in: 16 cases (21%), 11 cases (16%) and 6 cases (7%). One patient had an optic neuropathy and onether extrapyramidal syndrome. No cases of plexopathy or Guillain-Barré syndrome were reported. MRI abnormalities were found in 21 cases (27%).Glucocorticoids and immunosuppressive therapy were indicated when NP manifestations were thought to reflect an inflammatory process in SLE(optic neuritis, refractory seizures, psychosis) and in the presence of generalized lupus activity. Antiplatelet and anticoagulation therapy were indicated when manifestations are related to antiphospholipid syndrome.




Conclusions The prevalence and nature of different neurological presentations of SLE in Tunisian patients has some similarities to that reported in the literature. Differences are due to ethnic and environmental factors




	Jennekens FG, Kater L. The central nervous system in systemic lupus erythematosus Part 1: Clinical syndromes: A literature investigation. Rheumatology 2002;41:605-18. [PUBMED] [FULLTEXT]

	Weiner SM, Peter NH. Neuropsychiatric involvement in systemic lupus erythematosus: Part 1: Clinical presentation and pathogenesis. Med Klin (Munich) 2002;97:730-7.

	Futrell N, Schultz LR, Millikan C. Central nervous system disease in patients with systemic lupus erythematosus. Neurology 1992;42:1649-57.






Disclosure of Interest None Declared







  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/annrheumdis-2012-eular.708

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: EULAR]
	[image: Eular textbooks]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Lay summaries
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Top cited articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	EULAR textbooks
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 SoundCloud
	 YouTube

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-2060Print ISSN: 0003-4967

        © European Alliance of Associations for Rheumatology, EULAR 2023. Published by BMJ. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


