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    The severity of joint destruction in rheumatoid arthritis (RA) is highly variable between patients. Recent twin and population studies indicated that the severity of joint destruction is influenced by genetic factors.1 ,2 Previously, we reported the association of rs10818488 (TRAF1-C5) and rs675520 (TNFAIP3-OLIG3) with progression of joint destruction.3 ,4 The genes near these loci encode for tumour necrosis factor receptor-associated factor-1 (TRAF1), complement component-5 (C5) and tumour necrosis factor α-induced protein-3 (TNFAIP3; a protein that inhibits NF-κ B activation). A basic principle in genetic association studies is to evaluate multiple cohorts to validate observed findings. We therefore studied both single-nucleotide polymorphisms in several RA cohorts with radiological follow-up data.
Six thousand two hundred and eighty-two x-rays of 2666 RA patients were studied: 147 patients from Lund (Sweden), 385 patients from Sheffield (UK), 285 patients from Iceland, 384 patients from the North American Rheumatoid Arthritis Consortium (NARAC), 756 patients from the National Databank of Rheumatic Diseases (NDB), 113 patients from Wichita and 596 patients from the Leiden Early Arthritis Clinic (Leiden-EAC) cohort (table 1). Detailed information on these datasets is provided elsewhere.2 ,5,–,10 … 
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