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    Rituximab (RTX) is used for the treatment of lymphomas and rheumatoid arthritis (RA), achieving its beneficial effect through B cell depletion.1 2 Recently it has been suggested that the effect of RTX may be inhibited by the concomitant use of statins.3,–,5 B cell depletion is achieved through apoptosis of B cells induced by hypercrosslinking of CD20 molecules with RTX. This process depends on the presence and integrity of lipid rafts in the cell membrane.3 6 7 In vitro, Winiarska et al showed that cholesterol depletion reduces apoptosis by RTX, inhibiting B cell depletion.3 However, two clinical studies that investigated concomitant statin use in patients with lymphoma reported no diminished effect on patient survival.8 9 These patients … 
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