
ANNALS OF THE RHEUMATIC DISEASES

against Rheumatism are also proposing to adopt The
Annals of the Rheumatic Diseases as their medium of
publication in association with the Empire Rheumatism
Council. * The Council look upon this as a valuable form
of collaboration between these two countries on ,the
scientific level.

It will therefore be seen that the evidence of a revival
of interest in the problems of rheumatism abroad referred
to in my last Annual Report is being translated in a very
real and practical manner, and that our Council is playing
its part.

Standard Case Sheet
During the year a standard case sheet for the rheumatic

diseases has been drawn up and approved after much
careful deliberation, and it is hoped that this will shortly
be in use in many centres throughout the Kingdom.

Administration
It is recommended that the key administrative Com-

mittees, viz: Executive Committee, the Scientific
Advisory Commuittee, and the Finance Committee-
should be re-elected for 1948. I am sure I am voicing
the opinion of the Council in expressing satisfaction with
the present financial position in relation to last year.

The Future
The past year was characterized by difficulties ofa novel

quality which it is hoped will not be manifest during 1948.
Given a year free from unusual handicaps I look forward
with confidence, not only to a continued expansion of our

* The Annals of the Rheumatic Diseases will also be used as the
rnedium ofexpression of the Canadian Medical Association.-EDITOR.

activities both at home and in the Empire, but to a
development to a degree not touched for several years.
Since the momentum of our work is dependent solely
upon our income, we hope that we may receive financial
assistance in an even greater measure during 1948 as the
most vital contribution to the solving of the rheumatic
problem-a problem which affeqts over two million of
our fellow citizens in the British Isles alone. Without
the financial support of our many friends and sympa-
thizers, nothing can be done; with their continued help
and the recruitment of new contributors there is good
cause to believe that the problem of rheumatic disease
can be largely solved by persevering effort.

It may be pointed out here that, although the National
Health Act will presumably come into force next year,
this will not affect the need of this Council for funds with
which to prosecute research, since the provisions of the
Act only cover the question of treatment and not (at any
rate at present) of research.
The achievements of the past year have been due to the

team spirit and diligent devotion of each member of the
various Committees operating within our Constitution.

Whilst it would be invidious of me to single out for
mention any special name, I cannot close this report
without testifying to the fact that the Council are indeed
fortunate to number amongst its counsellors Sir Walter
Kinnear, Chairman of the Finance Committee, Professor
L. S. P. Davidson, Chairman of the Scientific Advisory
Committee, Dr. W. S. C. Copeman, Honorary Medical
Secretary, Dr. B. Schlesinger, Chairman of the Research
and Investigation Sub-Committee and Dr. F. D. Howitt,
Chairman of the Education and Development Sub-
Committee. The Council appreciates highly the great
help it has received from its General Secretary, Mr.
Victor Howell, and from his very limited staff."

OBITUARY

We regret to record that Professor Pierre-Marie
Besse, honorary professor at the University in
Geneva, and former professor in physiotherapy and
medical hydro-climatology, died on May 3, 1948.
This sad news comes from Professor Walthard

from the Institut de Physiatrie at the University of
Geneva. Professor Besse was a highly regarded
physiotherapist in Switzerland, and was very inter-
ested in European co-operation within the field of
rheumatology.
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