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The balance between Th1 and Th2 cell activity is considered crucial in many autoimmune disorders.1,2 It has been suggested that rheumatoid arthritis (RA) is T1 cell predominated,3 whereas atopic diseases are T2 cell directed.4 Some recent observations5,6 of a decreased prevalence of atopy in patients with RA have received a lot of attention.7 It has been suggested that a T2 cell related disorder such as atopy might have a protective role against the onset of a T1 cell mediated disease such as RA,8 and the biological importance of the Th1/Th2 paradigm has been emphasised.
We evaluated the prevalence of atopic respiratory diseases … 
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