
ANNALS OF THE RHEUMATIC DISEASES

mentioned]. However, 4 patients have been
submitted to operation, 3 with degenerate discs
and 1 with a herniated disc. In 2 there have
been excellent results; the remaining 2 have
been operated upon too recently for assessment.

David Trevor.

The Importance of Rheumatic Disease in
Sweden. (Rheumatismens betydelse som
folksjukdom i Sverige enligt under som-
maren 1944-1945 utf6rd faltundersokning
av befolkningen inom vissa district av
landet.) EDSTROM, G. (1946). Upsala Lik
Foren. Forh., 51, 337.
In 1943 the author carried out some investi-

gations on the frequency of rheumatic diseases
in Sweden (Upsala LiikEoren. Forh., 49, 303).
The present paper refers to further investiga-
tions carried out in 1944 and 1945, and gives
a summary of the results. Altogether 72,000
persons were investigated, one-half from rural
districts and the other half from villages. In
coastal districts rheumatic fever and rheu-
matoid arthritis were found to be more com-
mon and more malignant than in the inland
districts; this difference was, however, more

pronounced in the rural districts than in the
villages. The author's explanation is that the
climate is the decisive factor. A seasonal
difference, too, was observed, the greatest
frequency occurring in winter and spring. No
climatological and seasonal variations were
observed in' cases of sciatica and osteo-
arthritis. Sciatica was found to have the same
incidence in all districts; osteo-arthritis was
more common in rural than in urban parts.
Among the total number investigated 5,679
cases of rheumatic disease were found-that
is, 709%. At the time of investigation the
disease was active in 2,945 cases (3-8%).
Permanent incapacitations from rheumatic
disease numbered 6-66 per 1,000 of all cases
investigated; the number of permanently in-
capacitated persons in the whole of Sweden,
therefore, amounts to about 42,000.

F. K. Kessel.

Comparative Study of Some Better-known
Classffications of Rheumatism. (Estudio
comparativo de algunas de las classifica-
ciones mas conocidas sobre reumatismo.)
BUSTAMANTE, F. (1946). Bol. Liga argent.
Reum., 9, 177.

OBITUARY

Dr. Sydney Monckton Copeman, who
recently passed away at the ripe age of 85,
had a distinguished career in the sphere of
public health. Qualifying in 1885, he
became a medical officer of the Local
Government Board in 1891, and in that
capacity did most valuable work in
epidemiology, notably in the study of
vaccinia and variola. His researches into
the bacteriological purification of calf
lymph, embodied in the Milroy Lectures
in 1898, led to the adoption of glycerinated
calflymph in lieu ofarm-to-arm vaccination
in this country and many others, rendering
vaccination a much safer and simpler
operation; with this reform his name
must always be associated.

An efficient administrator, he did not
neglect the laboratory, and in 1903 he
received the highest honour in the scientific
world when he was elected a Fellow of
the Royal Society. This and many other
distinctions which marked his career
have been fully set out elsewhere. His
interest in the problems of epidemiology

was also shown by his advocacy of im-
munization against diphtheria, in which he
was an early pioneer.

When he retired from the Ministry of
Health in 1925 he devoted himself to the
affairs of local government, and served for
many years on the London County Council
and the Hampstead Borough Council,
where his knowledge of public health was
of the greatest value.

His wide culture, tact, and courtesy, and
his generous hospitality, gained him a
circle of friends among whom his memory
will not soon be forgotten. Although
rheumatology did not come within the
scope of his generally recognized activities,
he was an honorary life member of the
Empire Rheumatism Council, and he may
be credited with keen interest in the sub-
ject since his son, Dr. W. S. C. Copeman,
has done and is doing such important work
in this sphere and has evidently inherited
many of the qualities of his distinguished
parent. To him the sympathy of readers
of the Annals will be generally accorded.
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