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Is it appropriate to consider this a British textbook, as
implied by the adoption of the publishing house's name in the
title? One ofthe four editors is from the USA and it is apparent
that a number of the chapters have a distinctly transatlantic
tone. Clearly the book is designed to appeal to a broader
spectrum than the British rheumatology establishment. This
may alienate some readers who might have preferred a more
parochial approach to contrast with the established American
texts. Others will find the attempt to internationalise the text
appropriate.
The overall structure of the book is well thought out. It was

the right decision to split the text into two volumes to avoid
being too unwieldy. From the outset, age as a determinant of
disease expression develops as a theme. This works well, as
a discussion of the presentation and management of
rheumatic disease in childhood and the elderly population
serves as a counterpoint to the bulk of the book which deals
with adult rheumatology. The first volume also develops a
problem oriented approach, stressing common clinical
presentations of rheumatic disease, for example of the spine
or in association with other conditions, such as pregnancy.
This approach will be particularly appreciated by junior
trainees and non-specialists.

Sections on the pathophysiology of musculoskeletal disease
and the inflammatory response are of necessity general
overviews. They act as useful introductions to complex topics.
Readers interested in more detailed and recent information
will clearly need to undertake their own literature search using
facilities such as 'Medline'. Where the latter fails and where
this textbook scores is in providing a historical context and a
balanced summary of current ideas.
Most of the second volume is devoted to a discussion of the

rheumatic diseases, using an orthodox classification. The
chapters are all of a similar layout, but do not follow a
structured format. It was obviously the editors' intention not
to constrain the authors by insisting on this point. However,
it means that the book as a whole misses the opportunity of
developing a distinctive style. The difficulties of integrating
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contributions from both sides of the Atlantic are most
apparent in this volume. An example is the discussion of the
treatment of 'Pyogenic Arthritis' which suggests the use of a
number of antibiotics which are not in common use, or in
some instances not even available, in the UK.
A chapter on rehabilitation is an excellent idea. The only

problem is that it is at the end of the book: the effect is to
reinforce the tendency to consider rehabilitation as an after-
thought. This is, of course, fundamentally wrong and is most
certainly not the author's intention. Rehabilitation is an
integral part of the management of patients with rheumatic
disease. The task of incorporating the topic of rehabilitation,
a dimension of medicine rather than a separate discipline, into
a formal textbook of rheumatology is probably even more
difficult than fitting it into clinical practice, but perhaps
should be one of the aims of the next edition.
We enjoyed reading this book and learnt a great deal. It

stands comparison with Klippel and Dieppe's textbook which
will be the main competitor in this country and which has its
own individual style. A decision as to which to purchase will
depend largely on the reader's own taste. We look forward to
using both.
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There is increasing specialisation in histopathology and few
of us would be happy to report the full range of biopsies
received by a large laboratory. Only experts should diagnose
boney tumours and, even then, only after consultation with
clinical and radiological colleagues. The same is true of non-
neoplastic bone biopsies, for which technical expertise in
processing the tissue samples is essential and familiarity with
modern histomorphometric techniques highly desirable. This
short and beautifully illustrated book is an excellent account
of what can be learnt from a bone biopsy. It also summarises
current information on boney structure and, in particular, the
pattern of bone remodelling in health and disease. The line
diagrams, which illustrate the bone remodelling unit, are
really excellent. A single glance at figure 3 on page 7 gives an
indelible impression of what is happening in this complex
process.

This book has only slightly more than 60 pages of text and
physicians and rheumatologists who read, or even skim
through it, will have a very reasonable impression of what can
be learnt from a bone biopsy. The scientific emphasis is very
much on the concept of bone remodelling; there are detailed
diagrams and tables showing how remodelling occurs in
normal bone and in different metabolic diseases. This is not
a comprehensive guide on how a bone biopsy should be
processed and examined. There are excellent colour photo-
micrographs illustrating the important features, however,
many supplemented by diagrammatic maps illustrating the
key features. The authors only touch on details of modem
stereological methods and the use of confocal scanning laser
microscopy. Pathologists who wish to learn more about these
techniques will have to consult specialist texts and articles. If
you lack even the time to read through the 60 pages of this
small book, then there is an excellent six page summary article
published 10 years ago in the Amenican Journal of Surgical
Pathology (Vigorita V J. The bone biopsy protocol for
evaluating osteoporosis and osteomalacia. Am J Pathol
1984;8:925-30).

Representative pagefrom the Oxford Textbook of Rheumatology.
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