
BOOK REVIEWS
Journal of Gerontology, Vol. 1, No. 1, January, 1946. Published

quarterly for the Gerontological Society, Inc., by Charles C. Thomas,
Publisher, 301-327, East Lawrence Avenue, Springfield, Illinois,
U.S.A. (Editor-in-Chief, Robert A. Moore.) Price $6.50 a year.

We welcome this new quarterly devoted to a branch
of medicine which has been too much neglected in the
past. As the editor writes, " with millions of men and
women growing older, baffled by changes in themselves
and in the world around them, the country has a definite
need for not only large-scale provisions for their care,
but also for a specific and individual service for each one.
Against the present, almost brutal neglect of the aged,
by which many have been misused, we need a national
policy to guide our social, political, and economic
activities toward the aged. Scientific endeavours may
be enlisted to aid in this major problem of preventing
wastage of human resources and of increasing human
conservation." These sentiments apply equally to this
country where, with a smaller population, it is even more
necessary for the aged to remain useful. This first
number opens with a general introductory essay, and
contains an interesting article on the logarithmic increase
of mortality as a manifestation of ageing, which shows-
statistically at least-that there is no inherent reason

why human active life should not be considerably pro-
longed. Then follow articles on ageing in plants and
the influence of certain hormonal-like substances on
postponing these changes; on the influence of nutritional
factors, especially vitamin B, on determining the onset
of senile changes, and on the effects of thymectomy in
mice in prolonging life and preventing leucaemia. There
are also articles on a community club for old people, and
on the economic aspects and the place and importance
of the few surviving old people in primitive societies. A
study of the involution of certain tissues in foetal life
before the individual is even born illustrates how certain
parts of the body die before the rest. There is an
interesting essay by Dr. Draper on the attitude of Shake-
speare to old age. Relevant current topics are dealt
with in a series of editorial notes; and particulars of the
Gerontological Society, Inc., which sponsors the
periodical, are given. The paper, type, and illustrations
are excellent. A novel feature is a companion smaller
edition for the general reader; this contains the same
articles shorn of all technical terms. There is no doubt
that many readers, both medical and lay, will find much
of interest in this addition to medical literature and we
wish it every success. R. G. G.

OBITUARY
The death of Dr. Bernard Comroe at the early

age of 38, is a serious loss to the ranks of workers
in rheumatology. Bernard Isaac Comroe attended
the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine,
Philadelphia, and became a specialist certified by
the American Board of Internal Medicine, and a
Fellow of the American College of Physicians. He
was a member of the American Rheumatism
Society, and the third edition of his book, Arthritis
and Allied Conditions, was reviewed in the Annals

of September last. It had passed through three
editions within five years, a sure testimony to its
value. It displayed remarkable originality in style
and conception and a most extensive knowledge of
the literature of the subject, which promised well
for future contributions from his pen. He had made
also other contributions to research, and his death
is a serious loss to the ranks of workers in this
wide and important field of medicine.
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