
EDITORIAL
This issue of the Annals is devoted for the most

part to the history of the rheumatic diseases in the
war of 1939-45, and the Editors are fortunate in
being able to include a full account of the manage-
ment of chronic arthritis among soldiers of the
United States Army, by Colonel Philip Hench and
Major Edward Boland. They are indebted for
permission to publish this to the Surgeon-General
of the U.S. Army and to the Annals of Internal
Medicine. Although it is the policy of the Annals
not to publish matter which has appeared elsewhere,
a departure from this rule appears to be amply
justified by the importance of the subject and the
valuable observations contained in this report.

Three papers on the incidence and management of
rheumatic diseases in the armies of Great Britain
and the Empire and its allies are also published.
These have been prepared for the Medical History of
the War as a basis for the section on the subject
which will be included and will appear at a later
date. Special permission for these preliminary
reports to appear in the Annals has been given by
Sir Arthur MacNalty, the Editor-in-Chief, and
Major-General Sir Alexander Biggam, Editor of
the section on Rheumatism in the Army.
The study of the incidence and treatment of

rheumatic diseases in the war just ended shows a
great advance in the interest taken in this important
subject and in the organization of treatment.
The troops were thus greatly benefited, and much
has been added to our knowledge of different
aspects of the subject. The influence of arduous
service conditions, of climatic and racial factors, of
prophylactic and hygienic measures, and many
other features have received special attention, both

at home and abroad, under conditions differing
vastly from theatre to theatre; and this varied
experience will be found of high value. More
information, especially statistical, is not yet available,
but will appear in the History of the War when that
comes to be published. The practice of the U.S.A.
Army embodies many novel features, but the relative
incidence of rheumatic disease is much the same as
in the British and Dominion Forces.

It is hoped to add two additional numbers to the
present volume-making six instead of four-in
order that each volume may coincide with one
calendar year. Volume 6 will thus begin to appear
early in 1947. The issue of December, 1946, will
contain the index to volumes, and also, possibly, of
the five volumes which have appeared up to the
end of this year, and the four volumes of the pre-
decessor of the Annals-the Reports on Chronic
Rheumatic Diseases of the Special Committee of the
Royal College of Physicians.
During the war years the extreme shortage of

paper in Great Britain has made it impossible to
publish more than the minimum number of copies
required for any one issue of the Annals. As a
result, we are now unable to meet numerous requests
for back numbers; these requests are coming in
from the United States, from South America, and
from libraries in Europe. If, therefore, any readers
have unwanted single copies or sets of the Annals
of the Rheumatic Diseases for the war years, we
should be grateful to receive them. Parcels should
be addressed to the Publishing Manager, British
Medical Association, B.M.A. House, Tavistock
Square, London, W.C.1.
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