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nancy to support HSV replication may have clinical
diagnostic value.
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Book review
Epidemiology of Musculoskeletal Disorders. By J. L.
Kelsey. Pp. 229. £25-00. Oxford University Press:
Oxford. 1983.
This is a relatively short book reviewing the epidemiology of
a wide range of musculoskeletal disorders from spina bifida
and clubfoot to dislocation of the shoulder and neoplasms of
bone. Only one of the 9 chapters covers the arthritic dis-
orders, and thus there is probably more of interest to the
orthopaedic surgeon than the rheumatologist. Well written
and easily readable, the book has a comprehensive list of
references at the end of each chapter (342 in the chapter on
arthritic disorders). In the preface the author admits that the
selection of subjects reflects in part her own interests and
expertise. There are particularly comprehensive sections on
Perthe's disease, slipped femoral epiphysis, and scoliosis.
A general criticism is the lack of informed discussion

about the merits or otherwise of some of the speculative

suggestions made from epidemiological studies. The author
perhaps glosses over the difficulties of doing such work in
this area. There are also some surprising omissions. First
there is no mention of Lyme arthritis despite the fact that
the author is from Yale; neither is there more than cursory
mention of the epidemiology of reactive arthritis after
enteropathic infection-both areas of major interest in the
understanding of the epidemiology of rheumatic disorders.
There is also no information on temporal arteritis/
polymyalgia rheumatica or systemic lupus, both of which
have been the subject of epidemiological study and pro-
vided findings of interest.
The intended readership of this book is not readily appar-

ent, but it has enough of interest, especially given the bib-
liography, to justify its place in an orthopaedic/
rheumatological departmental library.

A. J. SILMAN
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