
The aims of our forum are to advance the skills
and knowledge of the rheumatology nurse and
thereby to improve all aspects of patient care. The
forum will act as a pressure group at both national
and international levels and will serve to forge links
with other health professional organisations.
The seeds were sown on obviously fertile ground.

Our Rheumatology Nurses' Forum quickly came

Viewpoint 629

into being. We look forward to our future with much
excitement and interest and a great sense of relief
that we are now together and no longer in isolation.

SALLY CHESSON
Ward Sister

Charing Cross Hospital, London W6.

Obituary
Carl M. Pearson, MD
With the death of Dr Carl M. Pearson on 31 May
1981 the world of rheumatology lost one of its most
eminent scholars. Dr Pearson, who was professor of
medicine and director of the Division of Rheu-
matology in the Department of Medicine at the
University of California in Los Angeles, was an
international authority in not one but two separate
provinces of medicine-rheumatology and neuro-

muscular disorders. In the latter his work led to the
recognition and elucidation of a host of new myo-
pathies. He was acknowledged to be our ranking
expert on polymyositis and related forms of
inflammatory muscle disease.
Dr Pearson was the coauthor or editor of 10 books

and 300 scientific reports. In the realm of rheuma-
tology he was renowned for the depth and breadth
of his interests, which led to important contributions
to our understanding of the clinical manifestations,
pathological features, pathogenesis, and treatment
of a wide variety of diseases. Particularly noteworthy
were his work on adjuvant arthritis and other forms

of experimental joint disease and his studies of
dermatomyositis and polymyositis, relapsing poly-
chondritis, ankylosing spondylitis, Farber's disease,
Wegener's granulomatosis, and the place ofimmuno-
suppressive therapy in rheumatoid arthritis and other
connective tissue diseases. There is no sphere of
rheumatology which did not benefit from his
attention.
Dr Pearson achieved positions of leadership in

several professional organisations and served as
president of the American Rheumatism Association
in 1977-8. In 1980 he was named a Distinguished
Professor of Medicine, a rare honour conferred by
the University of California on 'scholars and teachers
of the highest distinction, whose work has been
internationally recognised and acclaimed.' He was
much sought after as a lecturer and travelled widely.
More than this, he was a master builder who put
together one of the strongest and most accomplished
rheumatology units in the world. H-e will be sorely
missed.

G.P.R.

Notes
Third International Congress of
Thermology
The Third International Congress of Thermology will be
held in Bath, England, on 29 March-2 April 1982.
Details from the Congress Secretariat. Martlet Conference
Services, The Manor House, Southwick, Brighton,
West Sussex BN4 4UB, England.

5th European Immunology
Meeting

The 5th European Immunology Meeting will be held in
Istanbul, Turkey, on 1-4 June 1982. Details from
Dr Asuman U. Muftuoglu, Nisbetiye Caddesi 2, Etiler,
Istanbul, Turkey.
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