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some 1000 illustrations on half as many
paes, and still have room to supply a
useful coherent text. Some correlation of
topographical anatomy with computerized
axial tomography would also be useful to
those desirous of making basic morpho-
logy relevant to clinical practice. How-
ever, the authors and publishers are to
be congratulated on producing a beautiful
book that gives value for money.

This work is laid out conveniently in
eight independent sections presented in
regonal order and facilitating its use for
a variety of courses. Conceptual drawings,
scwnes, radiographs, and illustrations of
surface anatomy will be of use particu-
larly to those who do not have ready
acess to the full facilities of a medical
school.

T. W. GLENISTER

Ihe Recognition of Anti-Rheumatic Drugs.
Edited by D. C. Dumonde and M. K.
Jasani. (Pp. 383. £12.95.) MTP Press:
Lancaster. 1978.
This book contains the proceedings of an
international symposium held in April
1977, which brought together people from
many disciplines concerned with in-
flammation, immune mechanisms, rheu-
matic diseases, and the discovery of drugs.
A good way to get into the book is to
begin with the last chapter, by John Vane,
which skilfully and provocatively sum-
marises the meeting. The papers cover a
lot of ground. Much of the book reviews

present knowledge of inflammation, pros-
taglandins and other mediator substances,
chemotaxis, activation of complement,
hyperaemia and increased vascular per-
meability, immune complexes and tissue
damage, and cell-mediated immunity.
More and more experimental models for
rheumatic diseases are being studied, and
are contributing to our understanding.
These can all be used to test drugs for
relevant activity, but none of them have
so far led to the discovery of a major new
category among anti-rheumatic drugs,
though some have been successfully used
in the development of the newer aspirin-
like drugs. A few of the papers are over-
detailed and written in the traditional
style of archival scientific journals, but
most are readable. The last third of the
book is on the clinical assessment of the
severity of rheumatic disease, and the
clinical evaluation of anti-rheumatic
drugs. The discussion after each group
of papers is printed in full; this evokes the
flavour of the meeting and helps the
reader to become involved. The book
should help to widen the perception of all
concerned with anti-rheumatic drugs, and
deserves a place in every rheumatology
department.

A. HERXHEIMER

Encyclopedia and Dictionary of Medicine,
Nursing and Allied Health. By B. .F
Miller and R. N. Keane. (Pp. xiii+ 1148;
illustrated. £11.25 with index; £9.25 no
index.)

A dictionary should be both informative
and readable. It should deal with the rare
and the commonplace and at its best
should be the ideal book for the castaway
on a desert island. Miller's and Keane's
'Encyclopedia and Dictionary' fulfils these
requirements. The definitions are precise
and succinct, the explanations clear and
easily apprehended. The authors go to
much trouble to be accurate. An apparent
mistake in the spelling of Meniere (acute
accent or not) is discussed and proves to
be an acceptable alternative.
The one qualification is that this is an

American book and the British reader
may find some of the entries unnecessary
and others not in accordance with
practice in this country. For example,
ankylosing spondylitis comes under
'spondylitis' and is defined as a variety of
rheumatoid arthritis, a view not held by
most British Rheumatologists. 'Geri-
atrician' does not appear although
'geriatrics' and 'gerontologist' are present.
There are other omissions. The common
abbreviation 'HLA' does not appear in
its expected place although it can be found
under 'antigens' and the words for which
it stands are not given.
Although the dictionary is intended

primarily for nurses and ancillary workers,
doctors will also find it useful for quick
reference, when they encounter the un-
familiar in their efforts to keep up-to-date.
All in all it is an excellent production and
very good value for money.

.- A. L. WYMAN
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