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Current Topics in Connective Tissue Diseases. Edited
by P. J. L. HOLT. 1975. Pp. 197, illustrated.
Churchill, Livingstone, London (£66.50)
Dr. Holt has admirably brought together a series of topics
which are both currently of great interest to rheumatolo-
gists and where progress is occurring. It was Dr. Holt's
intention to provide a series of articles which would help
'smooth the transition from today's research to to-
morrow's clinical practice'. This is an admirable objective
in the tradition of the late Sir Thomas Lewis, and must be
applauded in British medicine. In general, Dr. Holt has
been successful in his endeavour.

Dr. C. William Castor gives a very readable account of
the physiology of the synovial membrane, which is
supplemented by nearly 100 references. Dr. Holt himself
writes a chapter on the physiology and pathophysiology
of articular cartilage. This is extremely easy to read and is
beautifully illustrated. The chapter on the biomechanics
ofjoint function by Professor V. Wright and W. Dowson
requires a lot of stamina to complete due to the 'heavy'
nature of the subject matter, but is nevertheless first class.
The chapter by Dr. G. Loewi on cellular immune

mechanisms involved in joint inflammation in rheumatoid
arthritis will be welcomed by those who find this topic
difficult. Dr. J. N. McCormick, the only Scot, keeps the
Saltire flag flying proudly with a superb review on current
knowledge ofrheumatoid factors. The two Dutch authors,
Dr. T. E. W. Feltkamp and J. H. Ten Veen, give an
excellent overview of systemic lupus erythematosus, but
it would have been interesting to know what these authors
thought of the LE cell test. Is it now obsolete when we
have available ANF and anti-DNA tests?
For those interested in assessing the results of hand

surgery the chapter by Mr. R. A. Dickson and Mr. F. V.
Nicolle will provide an admirable source of information
on the evaluation of hand function. However, one
wonders whether the most important variable in assessing
surgical treatment is not in controlling the observations.
Dr. M. J. M. Smith's chapter on the mode of action of
antirheumatic drugs perhaps is pitched at too low a level,
but for those who are interested in a simple review this
account would provide a useful hors d'oeuvres.
The final chapter on pseudogout by Professor D. J.

McCarty provides a strong finish to the book. An illustra-
tion or two of the crystals under light and polarized light
might have been useful for the practising clinician. From
the very varied source of the references it is clear that
Professor McCarty does his homework well before
putting pen to paper.
The book is attractively produced; the illustrations

(over 50 in number and one in colour) are not just an
embellishment but a genuine complement to the text; and
the price, as books go nowadays, is not unreasonable.

W. WATSON BUCHANAN

Rheumatoid Arthritis. Edited by EDwARD D. HARRIS,
JR. 1974. Pp. 216. Medcom Inc. Press, New York
(U.S. $17.95)
An unusual book about rheumatoid arthritis has recently
appeared, edited by Ted Harris from the Dartmouth
Medical School at Hanover in New England and including
among its authors such well-known characters as Eric
Radin, Gerald Weissmann, Shaun Ruddy, Carwile

LeRoy, Allen Myers, and Clement Sledge. As in Old
England there is a positive practical bedside approach,
but this small volume of 216 pages includes a lot of New
English background material, with recent references up
to 1973, clearly outlining the important problems in this
rapidly developing field, defining what we know and
what we don't know: the boundaries of knowledge. As
such it should be of interest to those numerous people
working in this general field, but particularly to new-
comers who need a forthright and up-to-date analysis of
present concepts and future trends.

E. G. L. BYWATERS

Clinics in Rheumatic Diseases. Vol. 1/No. 1.
Rheumatological Manifestations ofSystemic Disease.
Guest Editor, E. G. L. BYWATERS. April, 1975.
Pp. vii + 213, 90 figs, 25 tabs. Saunders, London,
Philadelphia, & Toronto (f 15 per annum-3
numbers)

With its first number, this new series supervised by an
editorial board from the UK, USA, France, and Finland
makes a promising start. In his introduction the guest
editor, Professor Bywaters, writes that he has chosen from
a large number of systemic diseases a few which are
either comparatively little known or about which new
data have accumulated. Emphasis has been placed on the
rheumatological aspects of disease, since these have often
been neglected by the speciality concerned. A distinguished
international team, authorities on their own subject but
in the main also rheumatologists, has scored a notable
success in producing an instructive and very readable
volume.

Clinicians outside the field of rheumatology will find in
these pages information which could otherwise be gleaned
only from many disparate sources. Much of this informa-
tion is as durable as any clinical data in a rapidly shifting
scene and the series as a whole should be a worthwhile
investment for any library serving a general hospital.
Rheumatic manifestations of heritable disorders of
connective tissue, of the haemoglobinopathies, haemo-
philia, endocrine disorders, hyperparathyroidism, haemo-
chromatosis, Wilson's disease, amyloid disease, and
abnormalities of lipid metabolism are ably surveyed and
generously illustrated. The editor presents a persuasive
case for extending the concept of Jaccoud's syndrome,
hitherto associated with rheumatic fever, to systemic
lupus erythematosus. The volume ends with an admirably
concise and lucid account of familial Mediterranean fever.
A minor criticism is that authors striving to be compre-

hensive have been led from descriptions ofwell-established
and important entities into the literature of the rare and
exotic. Readers should be alert for such moves towards
collector's items. But this in no way mars a book which
shows how alert every physician must be for clues to
diagnosis offered by the locomotor system-and how
widely a rheumatologist must scan the whole vista of
medicine if he is to reach accurate conclusions. Among
many revelations are the occurrence of inflammatory
phenomena in some hereditary disorders of connective
tissue, including Paget's disease, and the successful use of
colchicine in familial Mediterranean fever. Expanding
interest in abnormalities of lipid metabolism highlights
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the importance of their associated rheumatic manifesta-
tions. The chapter about haemophilia demonstrates how
much can be done for this daunting problem by an
integrated team of haematologists and orthopaedic
surgeons.

These are but a few examples of the rich clinical seams
which the contributors have mined. The series will
continue with publication of three issues each year, the
next three being devoted to current management of
rheumatoid arthritis, systemic lupus erythematosus, and
diagnosis and assessment.

ALAN G. S. HILL

Connective Tissues: Biochemistry and Pathophysio-
logy. Edited by R. Fricke and F. Hartmann. 1974.
Pp. xii + 309, 122 figs. Springer, Berlin, Heidel-
berg, New York (U.S. $20).

Biochemistry and Pathology of Connective Tissue.
Edited by Y. Otaka. 1974. Pp. 295, 200 figs, 4 colour
plates. Thieme, Stuttgart; Igaku Shoin, Tokyo
(U.S. $20.10)

The coincidental publication of the,e two volumes pre-
sents an unusual opportunity for comparing recent
European and Japanese views on aspects of research into
theconnective tissues and their diseases. The volumes show
some similarities, but display fascinating divergences of
selection, viewpoint, and bias.

Fricke and Hartmann took advantage of a symposium
held in their native city of Hanover to 'invite specialists
to write review articles on the field of research on which
they presented papers at the symposium'. They were
fortunate in securing Buddecke, Helen Muir, and Kuba as
further members of their editorial board. The result is a
valuable survey of five fields: connective tissue structure,
synthesis, degradation, immunobiology, and patho-
physiology; the whole endeavour embracing 41 individual
papers by a total of 81 contributors.
The editorial board held the opinion that it would be

particularly valuable to combine available knowledge of
the synthesis and of the degradation of connective tissue
fibres and ground substance in order to clarify the patho-
genesis ofthe connective tissue diseases. It is therefore not
surprising to find that 32 ofthe 41 papers are on connective
tissue biochemistry; of 41, 11 deal principally with vas-
cular, cartilaginous, ocular, intervertebral disc and other
proteoglycans, 8 with glycoproteins, 16 with collagen, 1
with elastin, and 11 with degradative enzymes. Experimen-
tal immunobiology and pathology receive slender con-
sideration and to this extent the title of the volume is a
misnomer. Nevertheless, several of the reviews, in par-

ticular those on cartilage proteoglycan (Hardingham,
Baxter, and Muir), the proteochondroitin sulphates
(Kleine), corneal keratan-chondroproteoglycans (Stuhl-
satz and others), the biosynthesis of the proteoglycans
(Roden and Schwartz), subcellular sites of glycoprotein
synthesis (Schauer), collagen biosynthesis (Kivirikko),
enzymatic glycosaminoglycan degradation (Buddecke
and Kress), collagen peptidases (Lindner and others),
glycoprotein immunobiology (Uhlenbruck, Rothe, and
Prokop), and the structural glycoproteins (Robert and
Robert) combine authority with breadth and can be singled
out for special attention.
For the investigator concerned with connective tissue

biochemistry this book is a valuable summary ofrepresen-
tative European (with some American and Australian)
opinion as it prevailed in 1973-74. Regrettably, the vicis-
situdes of printing delay and cost have slightly but inevit-
ably diminished this value.
Otaka publicizes the abridged studies of the Japanese

Society of Connective Tissue Researchers, founded in
1969. The Society includes biochemical, medical, patho-
logical, orthopaedic, surgical, geriatric, and otolaryngo-
logical members and the 16 chapters in this volume reflect
this diversity of interest. Among the chemical analyses
are reviews of the hydroxylation of collagen proline
(Fujimoto), collagen biosynthesis and secretion (Tetsuka
and others), keratan sulphate (Seno), and theglycosamino-
glycans (Kimura, Murata, Ishikawa). Yoshikawa and his
colleagues deal with endocrine influences on bone ageing,
Tsurufuji and others with metabolic studies of the anti-
inflammatory steroids, and Hirohata with his favoured
topic of the fine structure of synovial tissue.
To the European pathologist, the account by Otaka and

Watanabe of their views on the pathology of the connec-
tive tissue diseases highlights the problems of communi-
cation that beset international science. Quoting (and mis-
quoting) Klemperer (1942, 1950), Otaka says (p. 152),
'A new concept of disease, connective tissue diseases
proposed by us*, includes all pathological changes in these
connective tissues in a broad sense' (Oshima and Otaka,
1969). This reference, not listed in the bibliography, takes
an incomplete view of Klemperer's own views (and makes
no reference to his 1955 Harvey Lecture), entirely over-
looking the fact that identical proposals had been widely
published in Europe and the United States in 1965.
But the interest of this volume lies in the insight which it

gives into the mind of the contemporary Japanese investi-
gator. It is in this light that readers of the Annals are
strongly recommended to peruse Otaka's volume, over-
looking the beam in the Eastern eye lest there be greater
in the Western.

D. L. GARDNER

* Rcviewer's italics.
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