
THE RHEUMATIC DISEASES

effort. As in "that other war," Time is an important factor; urgent
is the need to put a limit to the perennial ravages of Rheumatic
Disease. (Signed) HORDER.

BOOK REVIEW
ARTHRS AND ALLIED CONDMONS. By Bernard I. Oomroe, M.D. Henry

Kimpton. Pp. 878.
The appearance of two editions of a book of this size in less than twelve

months confirms the favourable views that were expressed when it was first
published. It also indicates that increasing interest is being taken by the
profession in this hitherto neglected group of diseases.

Comroe's " Arthritis " cleverly combines detail and outline. In the main
it is a book of reference, but interspersed throughout are numerous summaries
in box form in which the salient features of theory, pathology and reat-
ment are clearly set out. By reading these summaries and nothing eLse the
practitioner can gain a comprehensive view of the rheumatic diseases.

There are fifty chapters, of which the first twenty-two are on the subject
of rheumatoid arthritis, which is dealt with from every conceivable aspect.
Separate chapters follow on the other forms of arthritis and also rheumatic
fever. There is a lengthy chapter on the foot, a chapter of eighty-six pages
on backache, and a much shorter chapter on sciatica. The book ends with
a chapter on the sulphonamides, which was not present in the first edition
and is an excellent summary of present knowledge.
Much of the book has been rewritten, the chapter on chrysotherapy

almost entirely so. The Americans are still chary about giving gold, and
still require the patient to sign an affidavit to say that he is willing to take
the risks involved. There is, however, a shift towards the gold standard,
and Sabin and other American workers are devoting a great deal of work to
finding a less toxic compound.

Some of the chapters are very good indeed, particularly those on the
general treatment and the question of diet in rheumatoid arthritis.

The author is cl4arly more at home when writing about arthritis than he
is when dealing with non-articular forms of rheumatism. The chapter on
fibrositis in particular is unconvincing, and it is not at all clear whether
Comroe believes the American view that fibrositis should not, or the British
view that it should, be considered as a disease. Prolapsed intervertebral
disc is discussed under backache and not in the chapter on sciatica, and
there are other similar inconsistencies.

In a book of this size one would have liked to see a more detailed descrip-
tion of the rarer conditions, such as Boeck's sarcoidosis (with X-rays) and der-
matomyositis, which at first may easily be mistaken for rheumatoid arthritis.
The chapter dealing with " diseases mistaken for rheumatoid arthritis"
mentions these conditions, but in not a great enough detaiL

The book is beautifully got up, profusely illustrated, and contains a large
number of references. It is certainly to be regarded as an outstanding book
on the Rheumatic Diseases. H. A. B.
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