
THE EMPIRE RHEUMATISM COUNCIL

SIX MONTHS' PROGRESS
DEVELOPMENTS during the past half-year amply justified the
courageous decision of the Empire Rheumatism Council to carry
on with its work despite the outbreak of war. There has been
very encouraging progress.

Particularly gratifying has been the manifestation of warm
American sympathy with our work. The following are extracts
from letters received:

Dr. Homer F. Swift (Hospital of the Rockefeller Institute
for Medical Research): " I am in receipt of the Fourth Annual
Report of the Empire Rheumatism Council, which was so kindly
sent me by Lord Horder and the Council, and I have read it
with very great interest. May I congratulate you on the manner
in which you are adapting your particular problems to those
imposed by the war, for in this way the objectives of your Council
will not be entirely lost sight of. In fact, the flexibility is some-
thing that we can all emulate."

Dr. Loring T. Swaim (American Rheumatism Association):
"This is one of the most stimulating defence reports I have
heard about, and I certainly congratulate you on the way you
carry on. Congratulations and the very best of luck."

Dr. D. H. Kling: " I wish to express my appreciation of the
report of the Empire Rheumatism Council. I am doing my
best to acquaint my colleagues and the associations of which I
am a member with the truly remarkable work which you are
carrying out under these trying circumstances."

Mrs. Edwin H. Koehler (First Vice-President, Irvington
House): " We were most encouraged upon receipt of your report.
Your bravery and courage have aroused our profound admiration.
We send you our sincere hopes for the attainment of that which
we all desire."

At the request of Dr. Swaim, copies of the report were posted
to the chief rheumatologists in the U.S.A., and fifty copies were
sent to him in bulk for circulation to lay members of the American
Rheumatism Association.
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THE RHEUMATIC DISEASES

It is proposed to invite a representative American rheuma-
tologist to join the Editorial Board of our official Journal.

Obviously the burden of the " war on rheumatism " will fall
in the future chiefly upon scientists of the U.S.A. and of the
British Empire, since the enemy is systematically uprooting all
humanitarian effort in Europe. Therefore the cultivation of the
closest relations with American science is the right policy for
our Council.

A welcome letter reached Lord Horder in April from Dr.
R. B. Osgood, stating that the medical profession of Massa-
chusetts, U.S.A., contemplated the establishment of a Specialised
Rheumatism Hospital. The scheme outlined followed exactly
that consistently advocated by the Empire Rheumatism Council-
viz., association with a great teaching hospital and assurance of
the co-operation of its consulting staff. Lord Horder, as Chairman
of the Empire Rheumatism Council, was asked to become one
of the sponsors of this scheme, and agreed. There have been
communicated to Massachusetts full particulars of our Council's
work, with assurances of all possible assistance to their scheme.
Recognition from scientific bodies in America of the international
value of our work is greatly appreciated.

THE COUNCIL'S RESEARCH WORK
The terms of engagement of the staff of the Naval Research

Foundation have been extended for one year until the middle
of 1942.

Dr. Dyson, with his collaborator, Dr. Margaret Green, have
begun their research work in the North with the equipment
transferred from the Maclean Laboratory at the Hospital of
St. John and St. Elizabeth.

THE PLAN FOR NATIONAL ACTION
This book by Lord Horder in collaboration with the Empire

Rheumatism Council was published March 26. It had a notable
welcome from the Press, medical and lay. The first edition
(3,000 copies) was quickly taken up. The second edition was
ordered April 4 (1,000 copies). Demand was developing so well
that on April 21 the printing order for this edition was extended
to 2,000 copies. These were ready on April 25. There remained
on hand on April 31 about 500 copies. Industrial organisations
are now being approached to promote the circulation of the book

28

copyright.
 on M

ay 16, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://ard.bm
j.com

/
A

nn R
heum

 D
is: first published as 10.1136/ard.2.3.227 on 1 June 1941. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://ard.bmj.com/


THE EMPIRE RHEUMATISM COUNCIL 229

among their welfare workers. Effort is not being neglected to
increase demand from retail booksellers. A third edition prob-
ably wifl be needed in the near future.

What is more important is that the book has stirred local
communities to thought of action. From three centres (in
England, Scotland and Northern Ireland) letters have come
indicating a.n effort to set up treatment centres, and seeking tlhe
advice of our Council. There is no doubt that the publication is
assisting greatly the " war on rheumatism."

ADMINISTRATION
Col. F. D. Howitt, C.V.O., F.R.C.P., and Mr. Gordon TLomp-

sop, F.R.C.S., have been co-opted to the War Emergency Com-
mittee of the Council.
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