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EDITORIAL
THE Editors regret that publication of the autumn issue of the
Annals has been delayed owing to circumstances beyond their
control. It is hoped to publish the next number in May, 1941.
The Symposium on Fibrositis, which is a feature of this number,
has been arranged with a view to concentrating attention on this
important aspect ofrheumatism and to stimulate further research
into setiology, pathology and treatment. The opinions expressed
by the contributors are not necessarily those endorsed by the
Empire Rheumatism Council, and may sometimes be at variance
with the orthodox conceptions of the disease, but discussion is
desirable if progress is to be made. The Editors will be glad to
receive and consider further contributions on this subject.
Fibrositis is one of the most common causes of invalidity in the
Defence Forces, and observations based on work in Service
hospitals would be of interest and value.

Not only the Empire Rheumatism Council, but the British
community and, indeed, the world at large has sustained grievous
loss during the past year by the untimely death of three dis-
tinguished leaders in the war against rheumatic disease.

Dr. E. P. Poulton died suddenly in October, 1939, shortly
after he had attained to the position of Senior Physician to Guy's
Hospital. He was largely responsible for the formation of the
Royal College of Physicians' Committee on Chronic Rheumatism
which led to the establishment ofthe Empire Rheumatism Council.
It is significant that although his leaning was always to bio-
chemistry, he did much to advance the study ofMedical Hydrology
and other physical methods in the treatment of rheumatism.
He was chairman of the Council of the International Society of
Medical Hydrology, and devoted much time and energy to its
objects. The Empire Rheumatism Council adds its tribute of
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THE RHEUMATIC DISEASES

appreciation to a distinguished physician who has passed away
while still in the fullness of his intellectual powers.

Dr. Fortescue Fox was an international figure, known and
esteemed in all European countries as well as in America. He
commenced practice in Strathpeffer after a distinguished student
career, but settled in London thirty-five years ago and devoted
himself to the study of Medical Hydrology. He was the founder
of the International Society of Medical Hydrology and its
offspring, the International League against Rheumatism, to
which the Empire Rheumatism Council is affiliated. He was an
active member of the Royal College of Physicians' Committee
on Rheumatism, and a foundation member of the Empire Rheu-
matism Council. During the last war Fox was active in the
treatment of soldiers by physical medicine, in which subject he
was a pioneer in placing it on a scientific footing. He published
two books on Medical Hydrology founded on sound principles
and wide experience. In conjunction with his friend Dr. van
Breemen he wrote " The Causation and Treatment of Chronic
Rheumatism ". His activities were manifold and his circle of
friends extended far and wide. His gentle but persistent
personality will be greatly missed, and the medical world is the
poorer for his death.

Dr. F. G. Thomson of Bath, who died suddenly only a few
weeks ago, has left a gap among scientific spa practitioners which
it will be difficult to fill. He helped to raise the practice of
medicine in the spas from pure empiricism to its rightful place in
therapeutics. He wrote, in conjunction with Dr. R. G. Gordon,
" The Principles and Physiology of Hydrology," and a book on
Chronic Rheumatic Diseases which ranks high in the literature
of the subject. He was an original member of the Empire
Rheumatism Council and was the first President of the Section
of Physical Medicine of the Royal Society of Medicine. He was
actively associated with many other movements for the study of
rheumatism and its treatment. In addition to his work for the
Royal Mineral Water Hospital at Bath, he was Consulting
Physician to the British Red Cross Clinic, Peto Place, London.
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