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which appeared on p. 79 of the March issue of the
Annals (1959), volume 18, no. 1, a line was omitted
from the original copy prepared by Dr. Harry Coke.
The second paragraph of this Abstract should

therefore read as follows:
The isolation of R.F. from euglobulin fractions or

precipitates obtained from the serum of four patients with
rheumatoid arthritis is described, density gradient zone

centrifugation being used to obtain 90 per cent. of the
19-S material. Evidence was obtained that the addition
of purified R.F. increased the amount of precipitate
formed in systems consisting of ovalbumin, human
albumin, and human y globulin with the corresponding

rabbit antibodies, the precipitates being compared by
determining their nitrogen content. Furthermore, an
additional precipitate occurred on the addition of R.F.
to the supernatant fluid removed after precipitation had
taken place in the control series, indicating the reaction
of R.F. with soluble antigen-antibody complexes. In the
zone of excess antibody globulin, where there is no
soluble antigen-antibody complex, no precipitation
occurred as the result of the addition of R.F. No similar
increase in precipitation by R.F. was noted in a horse
anti-pneumococcus Type-III system. Heating R.F. to
56- C. for one hour reduced only slightly the potentiation
of precipitation in an anti-human-albumin system, and
prolonging the reaction time of the antigen-antibody
system from 24 hours to 7 days at 4- C. had no signi-
ficant effect. An approximate linear relationship was
established between the nitrogen content of the precipi-
tate produced by the addition of R.F. and the quantity of
protein nitrogen in the antibody-antigen system.
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