
II PAN-AMERICAN CONGRESS

decided to accept the invitation of the President of
the Heberden Society to participate with the British
group in a joint scientific session to be held at
Buxton, England, in 1959. The annual business

meeting will, however, be held in June, 1959, in
Washington, D.C., at the time of the Second Con-
gress of the Pan-American League against Rheu-
matism.

GAIRDNER FOUNDATION

The first international awards in arthritis and
heart disease, totalling $40,000, have been an-
nounced, and medical scientists from England, the
U.S.A., and Canada are included among the seven
recipients.

Gairdner Foundation Award of Merit to Dr. Alfred
Blalock and Dr. Helen B. Taussig (Johns Hopkins
University, Baltimore, Md) for their initial development
of what is known to the public as the "blue-baby
operation".

Gairdner Foundation Annual Awards to Dr. Harry M.
Rose and Dr. Charles Ragan (New York City) for their
discovery of the first practical laboratory test for the
diagnosis of rheumatoid arthritis; to Prof. W. D. M.
Paton and Prof. Eleanor Zaimis (London, England)
for their discovery of the first drugs to be proven practical
and effective in the treatment of high blood pressure;
to Dr. W. G. Bigelow (Toronto, Ontario, Canada) for
his development of the technique of hypothermia, or the
"deep-freeze" operation for heart surgery.

II. PAN-AMERICAN CONGRESS ON RHEUMATIC
DISEASES

Washington, D.C., and Bethesda, Md., U.S.A., 1959

In the years 1940 to 1942, when Dr. Ralph
Pemberton, then President of the International
League against Rheumatism, was travelling in South
America, and Dr. Anibal Ruiz-Moreno, President
of the Argentine Society of Rheumatology, was
visiting rheumatism centres in the United States,
Dr. Ruiz-Moreno conceived the idea of organizing
the rheumatism societies of the two Americas into
a Pan-American League. His idea was greeted with
enthusiasm, and by June, 1944, the organization
was completed.
The countries now belonging to the Pan-American

League against Rheumatism are: Argentina, Brazil,
Canada, Chile, Cuba, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru,
Uruguay, U.S.A., and Venezuela.

In 1953, at the time of the X International Con-
gress on Rheumatic Diseases, preparations were
begun for the First Pan-American Congress, which
was held in Brazil in 1955 and was attended by 239
representatives of sixteen countries. The scientific
sessions were a signal success and the social aspects
of the programme were so delightful that all par-
ticipants received a deep impression of the polished
culture and warm hospitality of their Brazilian
hosts.

Arrangements for the Second Congress
The Pan-American Committee and local members

of the American Rheumatism Association are the

organizers of the II Pan-American Congress, which
will open at Washington, D.C., on June 2, 1959, at
the Pan-American Union, and will be held in con-
junction with the 23rd Annual Meeting of the
American Rheumatism Association.
On June 3, our guests will be entertained at private

dinner parties in the homes of our Washington hosts. On
June 4, a reception will be held at the Capitol, after which
members will be able to watch a baseball match or attend
a horse race meeting. The official banquet preceded by
a cocktail party will be held on June 5 at the Mayflower
Hotel. The formal closing ceremony will take place
on June 6. Many special events are also being planned
for members' ladies and families, and there will be ample
time for sightseeing in and around historic Washington.
The Mayflower Hotel, 1127 Connecticut Avenue,

N.W., Washington, D.C., will be official headquarters
for the Congress. Registration will be carried out here
for the scientific sessions and social events. An Informa-
tion Bureau staffed with interpreters will be maintained
at all times at the hotel and also at the Clinical Centre,
National Institute of Health, Bethesda, Maryland,
where some of the scientific sessions will be held.
The official hotels for the Congress are:
MAYFLOWER HOTEL (Headquarters),

1127 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
BLACKSTONE HOTEL,

1016 17th Street, N.W.
BURLINGTON HOTEL,

1120 Vermont Avenue, N.W.
YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION (Men only)

1736 G. Street, N.W.
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ANNALS OF THE RHEUMATIC DISEASES

Application forms for registration and hotel reserva-
tions may be obtained from and should be returned
not later than March 1, 1959, to the Secretary-General:

Dr. Richard T. Smith,
West Point,
Pennsylvania, U.S.A.

The fee for registration for each individual attending
(congressists, wives, and families) will be $15.00 (U.S.
currency); this includes registration, programme, admis-
sion to the scientific sessions and exhibits, and to all
official social events including the formal cocktail party
and banquet.
The official languages will be English, Portuguese, and

Spanish. Simultaneous translation will be undertaken
for all plenary sessions.
The American Express Company will act as authorized

agent in all matters regarding transportation, hotel
reservations, foreign exchange, etc.
Members of the Medical Corps, Army, Navy, Public

Health Service, Air Force, and Veterans Service of any of
the participating countries, and also medical students,
interns, and residents of hospitals of the Americas are
invited to attend the scientific sessions free of charge.

Submission of Scientific Papers

Papers on both clinical and laboratory aspects of
rheumatic diseases are invited, and titles and
abstracts for consideration for presentation at the
Congress should be submitted not later than
February 1, 1959, to the Chairman of the Programme
Committee:

Dr. John Vaughan,
University of Rochester School of Medicine,
260 Crittenden Boulevard,
Rochester, New York, U.S.A.

Abstracts may be submitted in the author's
native language but must be accompanied by an
English translation; they should be limited to 300
words and ten copies are required.
The Programme Committee wishes to emphasize

that those Abstracts containing factual material and
definite conclusions will be given preference.

HEBERDEN SOCIETY
Clinical Meeting.*-At a meeting held on Octo-

ber 11, 1958, at the Stoke Mandeville Hospital,
Aylesbury, Bucks, cases were demonstrated by
Dr. A. G. S. Hill, Dr. M. S. Good, Dr. D. S.
Wilkinson, and Mr. G. Black.

Clinical and scientific demonstrations were given
by Prof. S. J. Hartfall, Dr. G. N. Chandler, Dr.
M. S. Good, Dr. D. G. Scott, and Dr. V. Wright.
The following papers were delivered:
Dr. M. S. Good (Aylesbury): Temporal or giant cell

arteritis.
Dr. A. R. Horler (introduced) and Dr. M. Thompson

(Newcastle-upon-Tyne): Pleural effusion in rheu-
matoid arthritis.

Dr. L. J. Barford (London): A case of rheumatoid
arthritis with recurring pericarditis, L.E. cells, and
multiple basal lung nodules containing tubercle
bacilli.

* A full account of this meeting will appear in the Annals of the
Rheumatic Diseases in March, 1959.

Dr. A. G. S. Hill and Dr. D. L. Greenbury (Ayles-
bury): Marrow iron in rheumatoid arthritis.

Dr. W. R. M. Alexander (Edinburgh): Elution of
rheumatoid agglutinating factor from sensitized
Bentonite.

Dr. J. F. Buchan (London): Chloroquine in rheuma-
toid arthritis.

A discussion of clinical experience with Tri-
amcinolone and Dexamethasone was opened by
Dr. H. F. West (Sheffield).

The Annual General Meeting is to be held on
December 5 and 6, 1958, at the Wellcome Founda-
tion, London, N.W.1. The Heberden Oration for
1958 will be delivered by Dr. Charles Ragan
on December 5, at 5 p.m., at the Wellcome Founda-
tion. The Annual Dinner will take place on
December 5 at the Apothecaries' Hall, Blackfriars,
E.C.4.
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