
ANNALS OF THE RHEUMATIC DISEASES
induce an hypothalami-hypophyso-adrenocortical hyper-
activity.

In animals, especially in the rat, ACTH and sodium
salicylate administered at sufficiently high doses induce
the same haematological, biochemical, and histological
modifications. These two drugs increase the level of the
free and total 17-hydroxycorticosteroids in the serum as
well as reducing the steroids in the plasma.
On the other hand, in man, the salicylates induce

modifications similar to those occurring in a Cushing's
syndrome, these changes being due to adrenocortical
hyperactivity. They also cause a fall in the number of
circulating eosinophils after the intake of 6 g., and (in
patients who respond to the treatment) an increase in the
free and total serum 17-hydroxycorticosteroids and the
urinary 17-hydroxy- and reducing steroids.

This suggests that salicylates stimulate the hypophyso-
adreno-cortical axis. These drugs may have other
specific pharmacodynamic activities on the peripheral
tissues, which we have investigated in various experi-
ments.
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BOOK REVIEW
Patologia rara delle articolaziomi. By Claudio Cervini
and Cesare Longo. 1957. Pp. 297, 28 figs. Edizioni
Medichi e Scientifichi, Rome. (L. 3,500; $6; 42s.)
This volume is a product of the Rome School of

Rheumatology. The authors have included as many rare
affections of joints as possible but, as a definition of
rarity under the circumstances would tax even the
resources of a Parkes-Weber, it is not surprising to find,
for instance, that over forty pages have been devoted to
psoriatic arthritis. Print and paper are of excellent

quality and the task of the reader has been eased by the
provision of a table of contents, a list of authors, and
an extensive international bibliography at the end of
each chapter. Very thoughtfully, too, the publishers
have supplied a plastic dust-cover which is both trans-
parent and substantial-an innovation which should be
more generally copied.

This volume can only have a limited appeal, though the
references provided open interesting vistas for research
workers. DAVID PREISKEL.
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