
ANNALS OF THE RHEUMATIC DISEASES
EDUCATION
Handbooks.-20,000 copies of the Rheumatoid Arthritis

Handbook had been distributed, and the Osteo-Arthritis
Handbook had now been published and was proving
as popular as its predecessor.

Consultants' Conference. A second successful con-
ference in conjunction with the British Post-Graduate
Medical Federation had been held in March, 1956.
Sir Francis Fraser, Director of the British Post-Graduate
Medical Federation, had agreed that these conferences
should in future be run bv the Federation.

International Congress. A number of papers had been
submitted by members of the Council to the Ninth
International Congress on Rheumatic Diseases which
takes place at Toronto in June, 1957. The Chairman of
the E.R.C. had been requested by the Minister of Health
to act as his official observer at the Congress.

Heberden Society. The Council had continued to
assist the Heberden Society by an annual grant of £100.
The Society continued to play an important part in the
field of rheumatic research. The President during the
vear had been Dr. Ernest Fletcher.

Medical Libraries.-Grants had been made to the
libraries of the British Medical Association and the
Royal Society of Medicine for the purchase of books on
rheumatism and arthritis.

"Annals of the Rheumatic Diseases." Reports of the
activities of the Council, the Heberden Society, and the
British Branch of the European League Against Rheu-
matism, had been published in this Journal. Negotiations
whereby the Journal might also have become more closely
linked with the work of the American Rheumatism
Association had not proved successful.

World Health Organization. The Council had con-
tinued its subscription as a sponsoring body of the United
Kingdom Committee for W.H.O. Dr. Ernest Fletcher

had been elected to the Executive Board for the year
1956-57 as the official representative of the Council.

COMMONWEALTH
The Chairman's visit to Australia and New Zealand

seemed to have succeeded in its object of quickening
interest in the rheumatic diseases in those countries.
Letters had been received from Field Marshal Sir
William Slim (Governor-General of Australia), the
Director-General of Public Health for Southern Australia,
the Chairman of the Australian Rheumatism Council,
the Secretary of the Australian Rheumatism Council in
Sydney, New South Wales, Sir Willoughby Norrie
(Governor-General of New Zealand), the Prime Minister
of New Zealand, and the Minister of Health.
The New Zealand Branch of the Empire Rheumatism

Council had been reorganized, with the object of con-
stituting a combined medical and lay body similar in
nature to the Council in Great Britain.
The Australian Rheumatism Council was making

continued progress in the inclusion of instruction in the
rheunmytic diseases at both undergraduate and post-
graduate levels, though there were still some teaching
hospitals which had no rheumatism clinics and there was
a shortage of suitably-trained personnel to conduct them.

Progress had been made in the survey of the prevalence
of rheumatic disease conducted in Sydney, and it was
expected that the results would be available early in 1957.
The Australian Rheumatism Association had held its

first meeting during the year. This body would en-
courage the scientific study of the rheumatic diseases by
medical men especially interested in the problem some-
what on the lines of the British Heberden Society.

ADMINISTRATION
It had been recommended that the Executive, Finance,

and Scientific Co-ordinating Committees should be
re-elected for 1957-58.
The General Secretary, Mr. R. Victor Howell, had

suffered a serious illness during the year, and all joined
in wishing him a speedy and full recovery.

BRITISH RHEUMATIC ASSOCIATION
Ninth Annual Report, 1956

The Annual General Meeting of the British
Rheumatic Association was held on Tuesday.
April 30, 1957, at the Institution of Production
Engineers, Chesterfield Street, London, W.I. The
Chairman, the Right Honourable Tom Williams,
M.P., presided.
The annual report describes the activities of the

Association in raising funds and assisting sufferers.
A pilot inquiry has been conducted into the pre-
valence of rheumatic diseases as a cause of ill-health
and absenteeism in industry. The hostel, Bracken

Hill House, has been closed to release funds for more
pressing needs.
The Association has supported the claims of the

Royal National Hospital, Bath, to have its pre-war
rebuilding programme implemented, and has joined
the deputations to the Ministry of Health and the
Regional Hospital Board on this matter.

Publicity in the national press and the showing
of the film "Grip on the Nation" have resulted in
a very large increase in the Association's welfare
work with individual cases.
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