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Georg Thieme Verlag, Stuttgart. (D.M. 42.)
Although this book is printed and published in

Germany it is Swiss in origin (from the University of
Basel) and won the Jubilee Prize of the Swiss Radio-
logical Association in 1952. It is a comprehensive
radiological study of the cervical spine in health and in
degenerative disease and trauma; films depict the spine
at "rest" and in flexion, extension, rotation, and side-
flexion. The movement of each vertebra (measured in
degrees from the vertical plane) has been calculated in
healthy young adults, and this gives a quantitative

standard for comparison in assessing the loss of function
in pathological processes. Of particular interest is the
chapter which deals with the x-ray appearances of the
cervical spine in wrestlers, whose necks are liable to be
subjected to unusual stresses. Although these men were
symptom-free the degree of spondylosis present was out
of all proportion to age.
The photographs are excellent and the paper of first-

class quality. In spite of minor blemishes, such as the
absence of an index, the book will prove to be of interest
to all those whose work brings them into contact with
x-ray films of the cervical spine.

DAVID PREISKEL.

HEBERDEN SOCIETY
Heberden Oration.-Dr. R. M. Stecher of New

York, who delivered the Heberden Oration on
September 24, 1954, took as his subject "Heberden's
Nodes". The oration will be printed in the March,
1955, issue of the Journal.

Clinical Meeting.-At a meeting held at the Post-
graduate Medical School of London on September
25, 1954, the following papers were read:
DR. MALCOLM THoMPsoN (Northern General Hospital,

Edinburgh): "Kerato-Conjunctivitis Sicca and Rheuma-
toid Arthritis". In a study of 210 consecutive cases of
rheumatoid arthritis, thirty patients (14 3 per cent.) had
symptoms and signs of kerato-conjunctivitis sicca; in
sixteen these were of the mild type. Ocular complica-
tions occurred more frequently in females than in males,
6 5 : 1, and were generally associated with severe and
long-standing arthritis.

Investigation of the effect of steroid hormones was
made in fourteen cases. Cortisone eye drops in mild
cases and sealing of the lacrimal puncta and canaliculi
in severe cases was found to be the treatment of choice.
DR. G. A. K. MISSEN and DR. J. E. DUNCAN TAYLOR

(Postgraduate Medical School of London): "Amyloidosis
in Rheumatoid Arthritis. A Survey ofAutopsy Material".
Out of a total of 6,605 cases coming to autopsy at the
Postgraduate Medical School of London during the
19-year period 1935-1954, rheumatoid arthritis was
diagnosed in 48. A study of the histological material
from these 48 cases revealed amyloidosis of secondary
type in eight (but in two of these there existed a possible
alternative cause for the amyloidosis). Liver, kidney,
spleen, and adrenal were the organs most commonly
affected, the first three being involved in all eight cases.

All eight cases had shown proteinuria during life;
three of them had died in uraemia; in six out of eight the
last blood urea level recorded was above 100 mg./100 ml.
DR. RrrA LACKNER and DR. G. R. FEARNLEY (Post-

graduate Medical School of London): "Incidence of
Amyloidosis in Rheumatoid Arthritis". 183 cases of

rheumatoid arthritis who attended hospital during a
one-year period were screened for amyloidosis. On the
assumption that the most likely clinical pointer to the
presence of amyloidosis would be unexplained albumin-
uria, the urine of all patients was tested, the number of
tests depending upon the number of attendances of each
patient. Persistent albuminuria was found in 24 of those
tested; in twelve it could be ascribed to involvement of
the renal tract by some other pathology and in twelve
it was unexplained by renal investigation. Ten of these
patients were further investigated by a quantitative congo
red test and/or by liver biopsy; seven patients were found
to be suffering from amyloidosis. One patient died
before he could be investigated and extensive amyloidosis
was found post mortem. The incidence of amyloidosis
in an unselected series of hospital patients with rheuma-
toid arthritis is thus about 4 per cent.

DR. G. 0. STOREY (St. Leonard's Hospital, London):
"Paraplegic Para-Articular Calcification". This con-
dition, which is characterized by the deposition of
calcium and later bone in the soft tissue around joints,
usually involves the hips and knee joints. Three cases
were described: two with encephalo-myelitis, and the
other with a cerebral neoplasm for which craniotomy
was performed.
A series of 51 patients with chronic nervous disorders

showed only two cases with calcification round the hip
joints and this was slight in extent. Patients with para-
plegia due to trauma of the central nervous system and
encephalomyelitis are particularly liable to develop this
complication, which it appears to develop mainly in
younger people.
The aetiology of the condition was discussed. No

entirely satisfactory explanation for the development of
the calcification was found.

MISS JEANETrE PIRKIS, DR. NANETrE DE COEK, DR.
RITA LACKNER, and DR. G. R. FEARNLEY (Postgraduate
Medical School ofLondon): "Diphenylamine Reaction in
Rheumatoid Arthritis". This serum colour reaction
was investigated in rheumatoid arthritis, and a reasonable
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HEBERDEN SOCIETY
overall correlation with the erythrocyte sedimentation
rate (Westergren) was found. The serum diphenyl-
amine level fell in patients treated with steroid hormones.
There were unexplained fluctuations in the level which
were not reflected by the E.S.R. The reason for these
fluctuations is unknown. The test was therefore found
to be a less reliable measure of activity and more time-
consuming than the E.S.R. In only two patients with
active rheumatoid arthritis and a normal E.S.R. was the
diphenylamine level found to be raised.
DR. G. R. FEARNLEY, DR. E. G. L. BYWATERS, DR.

R. I. MEANOCK, and DR. RITA LACKNER (Postgraduate
Medical School ofLondon): "A Comparison of Procaine
and Hydrocortisone given by Intra-Articular Injection
in Rheumatoid Arthritis". Ten patients suffering from
generalized rheumatoid arthritis whose main disability
could be ascribed to severe involvement of one knee were
selected for a clinical trial. They were placed by random
allocation into two groups of five. One group received
four fortnightly injections of 50 mg. hydrocortisone
acetate into the affected knee and the other group
received four fortnightly injections of 4 ml. 2 per cent.
procaine. At the end of each course there was a rest
period of 2 months, after which the groups were trans-
posed, those who had received procaine being given a
course of hydrocortisone and vice versa. A variety of
assessments were made initially and at each attendance.
The most valuable were found to be the sedimentation
rate, limitation of extension, joint tenderness, and walking
time. Both forms of therapy gave improvement, but the
overall effect of hydrocortisone was more dramatic than
that of procaine.
DR. A. ARONOFF, DR. E. G. L. BYWATERS, and

DR. G. R. FEARNLEY (Postgraduate Medical School of
London): "Pulmonary Changes in Rheumatoid Arthritis".
The incidence of lung lesions in patients with rheumatoid
arthritis was compared clinically, radiologically, and

post-mortem with that of groups of other patients
selected as controls. No specific lung lesion was found
in rheumatoid patients which could be characteristically
associated with rheumatoid arthritis, and the relative
frequency of common pulmonary lesions such as bron-
chitis, tuberculosis, and bronchiectasis was about the
same in the rheumatoid series as in the controls. It was
concluded that if a "rheumatoid lung lesion" exists, it
is not common.

Annual General Meeting.-This was held at the
Royal College of Surgeons, London, on December 4,
1954. The following papers were read:
DR. G. D. KERSLEY (Bath): "Changes in the Sacro-

iliac and Peripheral Joints in Spondylitis and
Rheumatoid Arthritis."

DR. B. E. W. MACE (London): "Gout and Pregnancy."
DR. ELLIS DRESNER and DR. MAXWELL SCHUBERT

(London): "Comparison of Reticulin and Collagen."
DR. M. KEECH (Taplow): "Digestibility of Human Skin

Collagen by Collagenase in Different Age Groups
and Conditions."

DR. H. F. WEST (Sheffield): "Effect of 9-fluoro Cortisol
Acetate on Adrenal Function."

DR. J. C. LEONARD (London): "Potentiation of Corti-
sone in Rheumatoid Arthritis."

A Symposium on Osteo-Arthritis was given by
the following:

PROF. D. H. COLLINS (Sheffield): "Pathology of Osteo-
Arthritis."

DR. G. LOEWI (Cambridge): "Changes which occur in
Ageing Cartilage."

DR. J. BALL (Manchester): "Joint Changes in Patients
with Heberden's Nodes."

MR. G. C. LLOYD ROBERTS (London): "Relationship
between Symptoms and Lesions."

MR. M. H. M. HARRISON (London): "Changes in the
Vascular Tree in Osteo-Arthritis."

PROF. J. H. KELLGREN (Manchester): Summing up.

LIGUE EUROPEENNE CONTRE LE RHUMATISME

THIRD EUROPEAN CONGRESS, 1955
Under the High Patronage of H.M. the Queen of the Netherlands

The Third European Rheumatology Congress will
be organized by the "Nederlandse Vereniging van
Rheumatologen", and will be held from June 13-17,
1955, at the Kurhaus, Scheveningen, The Hague.

Organizing Committee
Hon. President: Dr. J. van Breemen
Chairman: E. M. Bingen
President Scientific Commission: Prof. Dr. J. Goslings
Secretary: Dr. J. J. de Blecourt
Treasurer: Dr. P. van der Meer

Secretary of the Congress:
Members:

Dr. H. van Swaay
Dr. G. van Dam
E. G. van Heusden
Dr. R. K. W. Kuipers
F. J. F. Steiner

Scientific Programme.-This will comprise four sections.
Papers will be presented by the following:

Section 1. Rheumatic Fever
Dr. E. G. L. Bywaters, U.S.-U.K. (England).
Prof. F. Coste (France).
Dr. P. van der Meer (Netherlands).
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