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EDITORIAL

This quarter has seen two anniversaries which are notable
in the history of rheumatology. Both Dr. J. van Breemen and
Dr. C. W. Buckley-respectively the father of the International
League and the doyen of British rheumatology-have safely
achieved their eightieth birthday. All readers of the Annals and
all others interested in this field of medicine will wish to con-
gratulate them! Plans are maturing in Holland to mark the
first of these events by the foundation of an International Centre
in Amsterdam for the Study of the Rheumatic Diseases, which
has long been Dr. Van Breemen's dearest ambition. Further
comment will be postponed until a later issue of this Journal,
when this excellent project is further advanced.

Our own Dr. Buckley, it will be remembered, sponsored the
four annual "Reports on the Chronic Rheumatic Diseases",
issued by the pioneer rheumatism committee of the Royal
College of Physicians from 1934 onwards. These "Reports"
were subsequently transformed under his editorship into the
Annals of the Rheumatic Diseases in its present form. Since he
only vacated the editorial chair of this Journal at the end of
last year, any success which it has achieved in the world at large
must be attributed to his industry and learning. He was
recently entertained to a dinner at which Lord Horder spoke
eloquently of his professional virtues. Such is Dr. Buckley's
personal modesty that he has forbidden further public tribute
being paid here to his life and works, but it is fitting that his
portrait should adorn this number of the Journal which he has
so successfully fathered.
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