
HEBERDEN SOCIETY
Clinical Meetings.-At a meeting held on April 10,

1953, at the Middlesex Hospital, London, by kind
permission of the Dean of the Medical School, the
following papers were presented:

PROF. A. KEKWICK, "Metabolic Studies of Obesity".
DRs A. E. KELLIE, A. A. SNAITH, and A. P. WADE,

"Urinary Excretion of Non-Ketonic Steroids".
DR. H. D. JACOBS, "Rheumatic Complaints in a Rural

Population".
*DR. D. K. FORD, "Clinical Course of Recurrent and

Chronic Arthritis associated with Venereal Urethritis".
DR. P. 0. WILLIAMS, "Investigations into the Action

of 'Butazolidin'.

On May 15, 1953, a meeting was held at 11 Chan-
dos Street, London, W.1.

In the absence of DR. J. H. KELLGREN (Manchester),
DR. J. J. R. DUTHIE (Edinburgh) described the first results
of the "Comparison of Cortisone and Aspirin Therapy in
Early Cases of Rheumatoid Arthritis", which has been
organized by Dr. Kellgren and PROF. A. BRADFORD HILL
in six centres in Great Britain.t The objects of this trial
are to compare cortisone with aspirin as agents for re-
lieving symptoms and improving functional capacity,
and to compare the long-term development of the
disease process and the effects of withdrawal of treat-
ment. The participants in the trial took part in the
discussion.
DR. H. F. WEST (Sheffield) gave a paper on the "Results

of Long-term Cortisone Therapy in Rheumatoid
Arthritis".
MR. G. P. ARDEN (R.A.F. Medical Service) showed a

film on "Judet Arthroplasty in Still's Disease".

Heberden Round.-The President, Lord Horder,
took the chair at the meetings held in Manchester
and Buxton on July 10 and 11, 1953, when over
fifty members and guests were present.
The Heberden Round was conducted in the new

Clinical Sciences Building of the University of
Manchester, by Dr. J. H. Kellgren, Director of the
Rheumatism Research Department, who took as his
subject "Osteo-Arthritis". He presented cases illus-

trating variations of the condition ranging from the
monarticular type to the new conception of primary
generalized osteo-arthritis put forward by himself
and Dr. Robert Moore,* which includes cases
showing multiple degenerative change, often in the
hands, spine, and knees, starting with pain and
progressing to massive bony enlargement frequently
accompanied by a raised sedimentation rate.

This was followed by demonstrations of the
research into the chemical and physical aspects of
collagen tissue which is being carried out in the new
laboratories of the department. The following
communications were given:
DR. H. G. B. SLACK, "Collagen Metabolism in Con-

ditions of Disease Atrophy in the Rat" and "Isotope
Studies of Collagen Metabolism".
MR. D. S. JACKSON, "Chemical Studies of Connective

Tissue Stability".
DR. J. BALL, "Pathology of Generalized Osteo-

Arthritis" and "Fatal Complications of Rheumatoid
Arthritis".

Sir Harry Platt was the chief guest at the Society's
dinner at the Senate House of the University of
Manchester.
On July 11, members were invited to tour the

Royal Devonshire Hospital, Buxton, Derbyshire.
DR. R. HARRIS demonstrated methods of rehabilitation

in the chronic rheumatic diseases.
MR. J. C. CREGAN presented cases showing the results

of acrylic arthroplasty of the hip in traumatic and osteo-
arthritic disease.
MR. H. S. BARBER presented a number of interesting

cases for discussion.

Future Arrangements.-A general meeting will be
held at University College Hospital, London, on
Friday, October 23, 1953.
The Heberden Oration for 1953 will be given

on Friday, December 4, at 3.30 p.m., at the Royal
College of Surgeons, followed by the Annual Dinner
at 7.30 p.m.
The Annual General Meeting will be held on

December 5, 1953.
* Brit. med. J. (1952), 1, 181.
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* See p. 177 of this issue of the Annals of the Rheumatic Diseases.
t A further report and discussion on this subject at the annual

meeting of the American Rheumatism Association will appear in the
December issue of the Annals of the Rheumatic Diseases.
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