
HEBERDEN SOCIETY
Clinical Meeting.-A meeting was held at the

Postgraduate Medical School, Hammersmith, Lon-
don, on October 24, 1952. Professor McMichael
took the Chair. He welcomed the members of the
Society and in particular a number of distinguished
French physicians who had come as guests. The
following cases were shown:

(1) DR. R. I. S. BAYLIss: A man, aged 28, with
pulmonary tuberculosis which had been treated by
streptomycin, P.A.S., and a right thoracoplasty, with
steady improvement, had 3 months previqusly developed
an acute arthritis involving the left ankle and knee with
sore throat and fever. This condition had at first been
regarded as rheumatic fever but had later presented the
typical clinical picture of rheumatoid art4ritis.

Dr. Forestier stated that in his opinion there was no
connection between rheumatoid arthritis and tuberculosis.

Professor de Seze commented that such an acute onset
of rheumatoid arthritis was more frequent in males than
in females.

(2) DR. 1. MEANOCK: A man, aged 28, with Reiter's
syndrome had urethral discharge, pain in the left chest,
fever, and keratodermia blennorrhagica, but no evidence
of gonococcal infection. X rays of the feet showed early
erosions of the metatarsal heads. A course of aureo-
mycin was followed by improvement.

Dr. Perles discussed the importance of the absence of
conjunctivitis and dysentery and said that in France the
existence of " Reiter's syndrome " was doubted.

Dr. Hubble said that he had found this condition com-
mon in Derby, and had obtained good results with hyper-
thermia produced by intravenous T.A.B.

(3) DR. E. G. L. BYWATERS: A woman, aged 39,
had disseminated lupus erythematosus which started with
classical rheumatoid arthritis after a miscarriage. She
had later developed pink cutaneous nodules with small
areas of central necrosis on both hands, together with

nail-edge " lesions, and recently L. E. cells had been

found in the blood on two occasions. Slides were shown
of a similar case in which gangrene had developed in one
hand.

Professor Coste said he had seen similar cases but
had never found L.E. cells in the blood.

(4) DR. G. R. FEARNLEY: A woman, aged 30, had
ankylosing spondylitis which started at the age of 18
and had responded to deep x-ray therapy. Her sister
also had a similar condition but in her case there had been
involvement of the peripheral joints and at a later stage
she had developed kyphosis with evidence of erosion
of the third lumbar vertebra which was considered to be
an osteoporotic collapse.

Dr. Forestier stressed the frequency of tuberculous
changes in the spines of cases of ankylosing spondylitis
though there was no evidence of this in the case shown.

Dr. Francon also contributed to the discussion.

(5) DR. C. FLETCHER showed x-ray films from cases of
"Caplan's syndrome ", a radiological condition which
has been found in coal miners under observation for
pneumoconiosis. It consists of circumscribed shadows
throughout both lung fields which have developed from
the diffuse massive fibrosis seen in this condition and
have been present in some cases before the onset of
rheumatoid arthritis. From the radiological appearance,
the lesion is considered to be tuberculous but this has not
yet been proved.

The French visitors were later entertained to
Dinner by Lord Horder and the Executive Com-
mittee of the Society.

Heberden Oration.*-The next day, October 25,
Lord Horder delivered the Heberden Oration and
was presented with the Heberden Medal by Sir
Henry Cohen, President of the. Society.

* The Oration will be published in a later issue of this Journal.

NEW YORK RHEUMATISM ASSOCIATION

The Fall Meeting was held at the New York
Academy of Medicine on November 12, 1952. The
President, Dr. Charles Ragan, took the chair.
A paper on " Lupus Erythematosus Disseminatus "
was read by Dr. J. R. Haserick (Cleveland), and the
discussion was opened by Dr. L. J. Soffer (New York).

The Spring Meeting will be held on April 8, 1953,
at Cornell University Medical College. Members
desiring to present papers at this meeting should
submit titles and brief abstracts to Dr. Bernard
Rogoff, 33 East 61 Street, New York City, before
February 15, 1953.
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