
CURRENT LITERATURE

480 rabbits have found that by injecting young animals intra-
peritoneally with the blood of patients with acute rheumatism
there follows after an incubation of six weeks a thrombo-endo-
carditis that is transmissible in series from rabbit to rabbit up
to five passages. They have never isolated any germ from the
cardiac lesions or the blood, and conclude that the endocarditis
is transmissible by contagion from one rabbit to another and that
it is due to a filterable virus. This affection has never been seen
in the normal control rabbits, but it has been found in rabbits
injected with blood from normal subjects and those suffering from
diseases other than rheumatism. Further work is in progress.
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CORRESPONDENCE
The Editor of THE RHEUMATIC DISEASES.

DEAR SIR,
I am very grateful for the review of my book, " The Synovial

Membrane and the Synovial Fluid," which appeared in your journal.
Deeply convinced as I am of the shortcomings of human endeavour,

I sincerely appreciate criticism of my own work. Unfortunately, Dr.
Bywaters made errors which cast undeserved doubt on the work of
qualified investigators quoted in my book. On p. 64, line 5 from the
bottom, Dr. Bywaters writes: " Miller is quoted as saying that normal
human joints are under a negative pressure of 6 to 12 mm. of water.
This would need a magician to prove; and unfortunately Miller is not
listed in the bibliography." In my book, p. 92, line 7 from the bottom,
the paragraph referred to reads as follows: " Miller has found that normal
joints of living humans and dogs are under a negative pressure which
amounts to about 6 to 12 centimetres of water." Dr. Bywaters mistook
centimetres for millimetres. The method employed by the author
quoted, far from being magical, is based on simple and generally accepted
physical determination of differences in pressure. In my text, the
printer's proof-reader substituted the English spelling of the name of
the author as Miller. In the bibliography the name is spelled correctly:
" Mueller, Walter: Biologie der Gelenke. Leipzig, Verlag von Johann
Ambrosius Barth, Leipzig, 1929."

I would like to point out one other statement concerning the work
of two authors besides my own which is misleading. On p. 63, line 12
from the bottom, we read, " He cites Curtis and Brunschwig that cases
of osteo-arthritis show a high rate of absorption (borne out by his own
case in Table III., which gave the highest phenolsulphonephthalein clear-
ance). This is taken to mean an increased local blood supply." The
authors quoted (p. 53) are not Curtis and Brunschwig, but Curtis and
Brandenburg. Neither they nor myself interpreted the rate of absorption
of phenolsulphonephthalein from the joints as an indication of increased
blood supply. It is only pointed out that adhesions which destroy the
synovial membrane decrease the rate of excretion.

You will understand that in requesting a correction of these mis-
statements I only act out of a feeling of obligation towards the authors
whom I have quoted.

Thanking you for any courtesy,
I am, Very truly yours,

DAVID H. KLING, M.D.
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